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SUB J : COFFEE RUST 
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1 . WE KNOW NO BRAZILIAN, COLOMBIAN, CENTRAL AMERICAN, 
PORTUGUESE, OR US COFFEE EXPERT WHO AGREES WITH CASTRO'S 
ASSESSMENT OF THE LIKELY EFFECTS OF COFFEE RUST IN THE 
OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES. CASTRO'S ANALYSIS 
IGNORES SEVERAL IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS: 

A. EVEN ASSUMING RUST SPREADS BEYOND NICARAGUA AND NO MAIOR 
CONTROL EFFORTS ARE UNDERTAKEN, THE REGION S COFFEE YELDS 
WOULD NOT FALL SIGNIFICANTLY (I.E., MORE THAN FIFTEEN PERCENT) 
IN THE NEXT 3-4 YEARS SINCE RUST TAKES YEARS TO DEBILITATE 

A TREE, AND NEW PLANTINGS IN THE REGION SINCE 1975 WOULD ACT 
AS AN IMPORTANT OFFSET. 

B. GUATEMALA, HONDURAS AND NICARAGUA HAVE IN FACT BEEN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OBTAINING TECHNICAL ADVICE FROM COSTA RICAN TECHNICIANS 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS. FOR OBVIOUS REASONS, PRODUCERS ARE 
ACTIVELY CONCERNED WITH RUST PREVENTION AND YIELD 
IMPROVEMENT. THEY ARE PREPARED TO REACT VIGOROUSLY TO 
LIMIT THE IMPACT OF RUST, IF IT COMES. CURRENT PREVENTIVE 
EFFORTS ARE CONVINCING EVIDENCE. FOR EXAMPLE, EL SALVADOR 
HAS TRAINED OVER 20,000 PEOPLE ON HOW TO IDENTIFY AND 
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CONTROL RUST, AND HAS BEEN DOING RESEARCH AND SELECTING 
RUST RESISTANT VARIETIES FOR SEVERAL YEARS. ALL THE 
GOVERNMENTS ARE MAKING LINES OF CREDIT AVAILABLE TO 
PRODUCERS TO BUY EQUIPMENT AND CHEMICALS. NICARAGUA 
ALONE HAS SPENT SIX MILLION DOLLARS. AND ALL NICARAGUAN FARMS 
BY LAW ARE BEING SPRAYED NOW. 

C. BRAZIL HAS LEARNED TO LIVE WITH RUST; THE PRINCIPAL 
EFFECT OF WHICH HAS BEEN NOT A REDUCTION IN PRODUCTION 
BUT AN INCREASE IN THE COSTS OF PRODUCTION. PRINCIPALLY 
ATTRIBUTABLE TO SPRAYING REQUIREMENTS. 

CASTRO UNDERESTIMATES THE COMMITMENT AND CAPACITY OF THE 
OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN STATES TO DEAL WITH RUST, AND 
OVERSTATES ITS VIRULENCE AND THE IMMEDIACY OF ITS IMPACT. 

2. CONSIDERATION OF ADDITIONAL USG EFFORTS TO ASSIST 
CENTRAL AMERICA IN FIGHTING COFFEE RUST SHOULD AWAIT THE 
ISSUANCE OF THE USDA SURVEY TEAM REPORT. FOR THE PRESENT, 

THE USG’S RESPONSE TO THE CENTRAL AMERICAN REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE (THE USDA SURVEY TEAM) PLUS CONTINUING LOW 
KEY TECHNICAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL (THROUGH, INTER ALIA, 

ROCAP'S RDO WHO HAS A CONSIDERABLE BACKGROUND IN COFFEE 
CULTIVATION AND DISEASES AND WHO HAS ATTENDED FOUR 
CENTRAL AMERICAN MEETINGS ON RUST) APPEARS TO US TO BE ADEQUATE, 
PARTICULARLY IN THE LIGHT OF (1) THE INITIATIVE AND COM- 
MITMENT SHOWN BY THE CENTRAL AMERICANS THEMSELVES, AND 
(2) THE ABUNDANT FINANCIAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO CENTRAL 
AMERICA AS A RESULT OF HIGH COFFEE PRICES. HARRISON. 
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ALSO PASS USAID GUATEMALA. 
BOSTER 
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